Character Quality Of Reverence         T4C West Youth 
Proverbs 23:17b

Introduction:

Reverence is the awareness of how God is working through the people and events in my life to produce the character of Christ in me.

Reverence- (The dictionary definition) is “Honor or respect felt or shown”.  It is a “profound” feeling of awe; respect, and often love!
The opposite of Reverence is disrespect!

Reverence -  Learning to respect the possessions and property of others.  Recognizing how God works through those in authority.  Giving proper honor to people in positions of authority and learning how God works through them to give protection and build character.  Learning to care for our bodies as the temple of the Holy Spirit.

Here are some questions to help you see if you possess this character quality.

a. Do you show respect to God by your conduct in church? (eyes, ears and heart)

b. Do you have any habits that reveal to God or others that you are not treating your body as the temple of the Lord?

c. Do you respect law enforcement?

d. Do you show respect to the country by your treatment of the flag?

e. Do you ever take the Lord’s name in vain or use abbreviated swearing? 

(save comments)

f. Do you ever refer to parents as the “old man or old woman”?

g. Do you ever speak back to parents?

h. Do you “make faces” or “mock” , or show disrespect toward your teacher when they are not looking?

Today: I want you to see 7 areas God wants you and me to show reverence.
1. We are to have reverence towards the Presence of God
· Proverbs 23:17b  “Be thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long. . . “
· Ecclesiastes 12:13 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”
· Proverbs 15:16 “better is a little with the fear of the Lord…”

· Psalms 33:8 “Let all the earth fear the Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.”

· Great men of God were taught reverence for God by their encounters with God.

· Moses at the burning bush.

· Joshua . . . .Exodus 3:5 “And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.”

· Joshua 5:15 “And the captain of the Lord’s host said unto Joshua, loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy.  And Joshua did so.

· Isaiah , Ezekiel, Paul and John the Beloved, to name just a few.

Every time a man or woman of God meets with God there is an awe of reverence, respect, and holy fear!

Do you possess this character quality?  Do you realize God is with you always?

Proverbs 15:3 “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.”

Proverbs 16:6 “By the fear of the Lord men depart from evil.”

There is no one single truth which could transform your life and mine as learning to live “In the fear of God.” 
Being constantly aware that God hears, sees and knows everything I say , do, or think!!!
Listen to this poem:

If Jesus Came to Your House

If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two. . .

If He came unexpectedly, I wonder what you’d do.

Oh, I know you’d give your nicest room to such an honored Guest.

And all the food you’d serve to Him would be the very best,

And you would keep assuring Him you’re glad to have Him there. . . 

That serving Him in your home is joy beyond compare.

But—when you saw Him coming, would you meet Him at the door

With arms outstretched in welcome to your heavenly Visitor?

Or would you have to change your clothes before you let him in?

Or hide some magazines and out the Bible where they’d been?

Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn’t heard?

And wish you hadn’t uttered that last, loud, hasty word?

Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out?

Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about?

And I wonder—if the Saviour spent a day or two with you,

Would you go right on doing the things you always do?

Would you go right n saying the things you always say?

Would life for you continue as it does from day to day?

Would your family conversation keep up its usual place?

And would you find it hard each meal to say a table grace?

Would you sing the songs you always sing, and read the books you read,

And let Him know the things on which your mind and spirit feed?

Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you’d planned to go?

OR would you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so?

Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends?

Or would you hope they’d stay away until His visit ends?

Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on?

Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone?

It might be interesting to know the things that you would do

If Jesus Christ in person came to spend some time with you.





--Lois Kendall Blanchard

WAIT

If you are saved, He does live with you!
2. We are to reverence God’s name.

Exodus 20:7 “Thou shalt to take the name of the Lord for the lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain.”

The Jewish children had such a fear (Reverence) for God they would not speak the name JEHOVAH. . . . for fear of using it in vain!

Every time the scribes wrote the name “Jehovah” or “Elohim” they would bathe scrub and change clothes.  They did this each time they wrote this name!

Children would lay down their pens and go to the basin and wash thoroughly.  Then pick up the pen and write the name of Jehovah or Elohim (God).  

Yet today Christians are careless and casual using such words as “God”, “Jesus”, “Gosh”, etc. casually … Young people it is sin!  It is wrong!  Let’s turn this around and Reverence the Names of God!
3. We are to reverence the Word of God
Deuteronomy 4:2 “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you; neither shall ye diminish ought form it; that ye ay keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.”

Psalm 138:2 “Thou has magnified thy Word above all thy name.”

Matthew 4:4 “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word…”

Well – God doesn’t speak that way anymore (Hebrews 1:1).  He has given us this Bible. . . .commanded us to read / memorize (Psalm 119:9) / meditate upon (Ps. 1:2) / and live by. . . .

How much do you read it daily?           Do you take it with you everywhere you go?
4. We are to show Reverence to the House of the Lord.
*. Leviticus 19:30 – “Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord.”

* Psalm 89:7 “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all the that are about him.”

* Habukkuk 2:20 “But the Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.”

* Psalm 122:1 “I was glad when they said unto me: let us go into the house of the Lord!”

* I Timothy 3:14-15   I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.
Young people: 

1. The church is not a place for flirting and writing notes to friends.

2. The House of God is not the place to show boredom with God’s servant as he preaches /teaches God’s Word.  

3. You should listen to every word.

4. You should be a model for other youth by refusing to talk/laugh/or be disrespectful!

6. Close your eyes during prayer time and pray yourself.

7. Pick up hymn book – sing or sing along in heart. . . worship the Lord.

8. Keep your eyes on singer /speaker

9. No gum-chewing or practicing your origami or practicing your art skills or read a book in God’s house

10. Never run and play in God’s house
11. Treat furniture with reverence.
5. You show reverence by the way you treat your body as a believer - I Corinthians 3:16-17 and 6:19-20

The solution is to reverence your own body as the body of Christ.  To dress and do and go as you would if Jesus Christ were with you in person -( HE IS!
6. We are to show reverence to our parents.

Exodus 20:12 “Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the earth!

Ephesians 6:1-3 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.  Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise; that it may be will with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.”

· This reverence is due whether saved, spiritual, or not.

· This reverence is due regardless of age (Proverbs 23:22)

“Hearken unto thy father that began thee, and despise not thy mother when she is old…”

· Do you realize that God placed your parents to guide you and protect you?

· Do you realize that your children will treat you as you treat your parents?

Show me a child or teenager’s attitude and relationship to his parents and I will be able to tell you his present or future attitude and relationship to God!!
7. We are to show reverence for all authorities.

Romans 13:3-4 “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil.  Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power?  Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: for he is the minister of God to thee for good.  But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth  evil.

I Thessalonians 5:12-13 says: “And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake.  And be at peace among yourselves. 


I Timothy 2:1-2 says: “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.”

I Peter 2:17-18 says: “Honour all men.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honour the king.  Servants, be subject to your masters (employers, overseers, bosses) with all fear (Reverence); not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward (mean).

Conclusion:

1. Will you ask God to give you this quality?

2. Will you ask His forgiveness for not having shown it in the past?
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