T4C West Youth 
Punctuality

Introduction:

Punctuality vs. Tardiness:

Showing high esteem for other people and their time (Ecc. 3:1)

Punctuality (Dictionary Definition) – Being on time.

Learning to arrange my schedule around the appointments that are made.  Showing esteem for other people and their time by not keeping them waiting.

· Do you plan on getting to an event before it starts or as it starts?

· Do you know how to graciously excuse yourself from conversations that hinder you from being on time?

· One of the most important lessons you could ever learn is Punctuality!

· I believe the key is learn to plan your schedule around key appointments and faithfully keep these appointments.

· Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven”.

Learn the proper time for an activity and put it into your schedule. . . .

Show the students my daily time sheet

· Psalm 90:12 says, “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” Explain. . . 

· Then, keep your word . . .To God, to others, to yourself. . . .and until you change these appointments and commitments, then you let your schedule control you – not circumstances . . .That’s being PUNCTUAL!

· When people ask me to do things not on my schedule – I can pull out my notebook – write down – then tell them: “I will try to do thisASAP”.

Punctuality – go back and read the definition

· Definition: Being on time.  Learning to arrange my schedule around the appointments that are made.  Showing esteem for other people and their time by not keeping them waiting.

Once again, we want to hold up Jesus Christ as a model to follow: (I Peter 2:21; Romans 8:29)

You should be punctual by…

I. Keeping appointments which should be made
A. Church Time - Luke 4:16-17; Hebrews 10:25; Isaiah 58:13-14

B. Prayer Time - Mark 1:32-35

C. Bible Time – Psalms 1 

· Oh young people . . .Proverbs 8:17 says, “I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me”.

D. You should plan other appointments and should keep. 

· family time

· study time

· work time

· sleep time 

· witnessing time

· church time

· exercise time

II. Keeping appointments and commitments you have already made
A. Jesus came on time - Galatians 4:4-5 

B. Don’t let others change your plans or commitments - Matthew 16:21-23; Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 

III. Keeping appointment or commitments authorities have made for you

A. Jesus on Calvary - John 12:27 and 13:1

B. You keep appointments your authorities make

1. Assignments from teachers
2. Instructions from employees (Eph. 6:5)

3. Commandments from parents
Conclusion:

· We (you) need to build this character quality into your life so that others can learn to depend upon you.  

1. Jesus’ mother knew she could depend on Him (John 2:3-5).

2. Jesus’ disciples learned they could depend upon Him. . . (Read Matthew 14:22-31)

3. Jesus’ friends learned to depend upon Him (John 11. . . )Lazarus’ death; the sisters were amazed he failed to come immediately.  This was intentional.  (explain) But shows how they had learned to depend on Jesus’ punctuality!

· There is one appointment you will keep and you will keep it punctually.

Hebrews 9:27 and 20:37 say that Jesus will come on schedule. . . .You can prepare for this by I John 2:28.

Story of Huey Long:

In 1935, Huey P. Long was one of the most powerful men in America and a virtual dictator in Louisiana politics.  One day he was walking from his office to the legislature, when an old friend asked for just a “cup of coffee and five minutes of his time.”

Long replied abruptly, “If Jesus Christ were here today, I couldn’t give him five seconds. . . “

The very next day, Long was waling to the legislature when an assassin riddled his body with bullets.  You can go to Baton Rouge today and see those bullets embedded in the plaster of the wall. . . They stand as a lasting monument that “a man without five second for Jesus Christ one day will face God in eternity the next day.mn” . . .What if you died tonight?  Is it well with your soul?
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