
T4C West Youth
           *  LOVE    *

I Corinthians 13

Introduction: There is probably no one word more often misunderstood or misused in the English language than the character quality of our message today . . Love.  

* Love is giving to others’ basic needs without having as my motive personal reward; 

* The opposite of Love is selfishness 

Love is learning how to give to the basic needs of others without motive of personal reward.

* Our text is I Corinthians 13:3 Don’t read until later

* A few questions to see if you have this quality or could improve on it 

1. Do you tend to enjoy doing things with certain people who like you a lot and avoid others you think don’t like you?  

Matthew 5:46-47  For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?

2. Do you lose your temper? (vs. 5) it is not irritable or resentful;
3. Do you envy what others have? (vs. 4) Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant  
4. Do you practice good manners? (vs. 5) 5 or rude . . .or  do others think you are crude?
5. Are you possessive in your friendships? (jealous)

6. Do the actions or attitudes of others diminish the love you have for them?

7. Do you have “good friends” of races other than yours?

8. The last 3 gifts you bought . . .were they for people who bought things for you or did you do it without the prompting?

It is so important that we learn this quality . . . you could be misled by a “creep” or immoral person unless you know the character of love.

I. Love is the first and greatest commandment  

A. It is a new commandment – 

John 13:34-35  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
B. It is an indication of our commitment – 

John 13:35 35  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
C. It is a difficult commandment – 

Mark 12:28:31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”
D. It is more important than anything else – 

I Corinthians 13:1-3 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith,  so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned,1 but have not love, I gain nothing . . . 

You see, young person, Actions without love are worthless!

· So the first, the last, the greatest, and the most difficult commandment is the commandment to love one another.  
1. Married people wear rings to show they are married.

2. Grandparents have bumper stickers

3. Engaged girls . . .(act it out holding up arm)

But, do we really understand what “love” is? . . .Read I Cor. 13

Illustration: Dating and immorality (not true love)

II. An examination of the love of Jesus - John 13:34

A. The love of Jesus Christ had no respect of persons.  

· Acts 10:34 says “Of a truth, God is no respecter of persons. 
· Galatians 3:28 says, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, neither bond nor free, neither male nor female for ye are all one in Christ.”
1. We tend to love those who love us.

2. We love those who are popular, wealthy or successful.

3. We love those who can help us.  But Jesus loves people without any consideration of who they are.

B. Jesus expressed love to others - Matthew 9:36

Jesus was moved with compassion toward the need of men.  

The Greek word for the phrase “moved with compassion” is the verb form of a noun which means the inside of a person – his heart, his liver, the lungs, and intestines.  The phrase “bowels of compassion” is derived from this.  It simply means a love and concern which moves a man to the very depth of his being.  This word is used exclusively in the New Testament about Jesus and by Jesus.  One of the most profound studies that one can undertake is the examination of Christ’s love and compassion.  

There are numerous examples of this compassion in the New Testament, always directed toward the needs of others.  

1. One day He touched and healed a leper 

2. He touched the dead man

3. He talked to an adulterous woman of the streets

4. He ministered to children

5. Samaritans

6. A rich man, the rich young ruler and Zacchaeus

7. Poor people like the fishermen

Young person, does the Love of God characterize your life?

Illustration:  Richard Andrew, better known by his stage name Outasight has a song called  NOW or NEVER the main theme of the song is “WE DO WHAT WE WANT”

And I can't believe forever it seems to live out these dreams

When you start to think about taking a chance you can't give a _______

Huh I'm a hopeless romantic fell in love with a simple idea with a little bit luck and a whole lotta work I can make everyone of these visions real

So we don't care what the people say….. 

and we don't care what they want to do……

 and we don't care about it anymore……..

WE DO WHAT WE WANT……

 I ain't wasting a no more time it's now or never 

I'm about to get mine it's now or never I'm about to get mine it's now or never

we don't care what the people say….. 

and we don't care what they want to do……

 and we don't care about it anymore……..

WE DO WHAT WE WANT……

Young person, we live in a “WE DO WHAT WE WANT” society!!
If we are going to be Jesus’ disciple, then we are going to have to love others in the same way that Jesus did.  Oh sure, true love runs the risk of being hurt – Jesus /Jerusalem – 

Matthew 23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 

and the cross – “Father forgive them” No greater example of love than Christ….. 

Conclusion:     If we are going to be Jesus’ disciple, then YOU are going to have to start loving what God says to love and STOP loving what God says not to love.   

 Did you hear that?

If we are going to be Jesus’ disciple, then YOU are going to have to start loving what God says to love

                 John 14:15 IF YOU LOVE ME KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS,  

and STOP loving what God says not to love.   

Turn to I John chapter 2 and lets read vs’s 15-17

Romans 12:1-2 says I beg you brethren by the mercies of God….           

