T4C West Youth

Boldness

II Timothy 1:7
1. BOLDNESS vs. Fearfulness.  Confidence that what I have to say or do is true and right and just in the sight of God.

2. BOLDNESS (Dictionary Definition.)  Fearlessness before danger; showing or requiring a fearless, daring spirit.

3. BOLDNESS- Learning how to base words and actions on the authority of Scripture.  Demonstrating the confidence that following the principles of Scripture will bring ultimate victory regardless of present opposition.  Being willing to stand alone on the side of right even when it requires personal sacrifice.

Let me ask you some questions about “Boldness”:

1. When is the last time you stood alone on the side of right when it cost you something?

2. When you hear someone being falsely accused, do you remain silent or clarify what you know to be right even when it is unpopular?

3. The last time God prompted you to witness to a stranger, did you do it or remain silent?

4. Do you have boldness and confidence in your prayer life or are you fearful and timid?

5. Are you confident and excited about your future because you know the will of God for you, or are you afraid?

Hebrews 13:5-6 says, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.”

*THE OPPOSITE OF BOLDNESS IS FEAR!

Fear is one of Satan’s most frequent and effective weapons.  Boldness is based upon the Bible’s answer!

I.  Notice this quality of BOLDNESS in Christ’s young life.

The first Biblical records of His earthly ministry are found in Luke 2:46-49.  

*Most adults and Christians saved for years, would be intimidated and afraid of this group—not Jesus!!!  Why???

A. Jesus knew the Bible as we saw in Lk 2 – Other scripture challenges us to know the bible II Timothy  2:15; I Peter 3:15; Col 4:6  

B. He rested in the Holy Spirit - Luke 12:11-12
C. He utilized the technique of asking question – Luke 2:46;  Mark 11:27-33
II. We see the BOLDNESS of Jesus in his confrontation with Satan - Luke 4:1-2
· Why did Jesus (boldly) go into the wilderness and confront Satan?  How can we learn from His example?

A. Jesus entered this battle filled with the Holy Spirit – Luke 4:1
B. Jesus entered this battle filled with the word of God – Luke 4:4, 8, 12; Ephesians 6:17
C. Jesus entered this battle filled with righteousness - Heb. 4:15
 Oh, young people, our sin gives ground to the enemy!



*Oh, the power of a clear conscience!

Proverbs 28:1:  The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion.
1 John 3:21-22:  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.
III. We see the BOLDNESS of Jesus in His witnessing.

A. Jesus witnessed boldly to well-educated Nicodemus/scribes/Pharisees
B. Jesus witnessed boldly to the rich and aristocratic..Zacchaeus, Levi 
1. He deliberately chose to go home with Zaccheus.

2. He deliberately chose Matthew to be a disciple.

C. Jesus boldly witnessed to people of other races, ethnic group, and socio-economic backgrounds…the Samaritan woman / Roman Centurion.

IV. Jesus’ BOLDNESS was seen in how He faced human sources of fear.

A. Calvary (Read John 12:23-27.)  How did Jesus handle Calvary?  He knew why he was here!
B. Soldiers (John 18:1-11) Why?  If this was His hour to die, o.k.  If not, he was in God’s hands!

C. Pilate (John 19:9-11.)  No disrespect / no threats/ but, no fear!

Conclusion:


WHY WAS JESUS SO BOLD?

*None of Christ’s boldness was based upon the physical, only the spiritual.  (Explain)  

1) if you do base your boldness on the physical  - you’ll always live in fear…someone better / more beautiful / richer, etc…

2) Not bold b/c he was a king, wealth, or popular…

*Jesus was not rich (“Foxes”…)  Mary and Joseph found a stable to sleep in
*Jesus was not popular (John 1:11) he cam unto His own and His own people did not receive him..
Jesus boldness came from a right relationship with God, and, you and I can become bold when we remember Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 4:29.

· Are you bold tonight or timid?
· Are you right with God?

· Do you know what God has for you?

· Do you spend time in the Bible?

· Do you listen to the Holy Spirit?
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