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Last year in 2013 or might have been 2012 we talked about Attentiveness

Attentiveness:  “Showing the worth of a person by giving undivided attention to his words and emotions (feelings).  (Hebrews 2:1)

Attentiveness (dictionary definition):  The act or disposition of being heedful of the comfort of others

Availability  vs.  Self –centeredness:  Making my own schedule and priorities secondary to the wishes of those I am serving.  (Read Philippians 2:20-21)

20. For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.
Availability (Dictionary Definition):  Having the qualification or willingness to do something or to assume a responsibility.

Availability- 

1. Learning to reject distractions that hinder me from fulfilling my responsibilities.

2. Rejecting ambitions that would hinder me from delighting in God-given priorities.

3. Standing by a task until it is fully completed.

Are you available to God?
Are you available to your parents and teachers?  

Do you make time each day to be available to God’s Spirit and His Word?

Do you make times each week and come to church attentive to the preacher or are your priorities more important than God?

Potlucks - Talk about young people always rushing to the front of the line and never volunteering to help, self focused! Some of you are never AVAILABLE to serve because your focused on yourself. 
Lets take a look at 
I. Samuel was Available - 
· Greatest prophet to live
I Samuel 3:10 And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.”
II. Josiah was Available - II Kings 22:8-13
· Led one of the greatest revivals in Israel’s history- ordered the people to rebuild the temple and in the process discovers a book of the law….
III. David was Available – Turn to I Samuel 17:26-50
· Greatest underdog story ever

· His unavailability cost him greatly (II Samuel 11:1-ff) In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged jRabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.
IV. Isaiah was Available – Isaiah 6:1-8
· 50 year ministry and gave a number of prophecies including many about Jesus

· Turn to Isaiah 6:1-8.  As I read, see if you can discern these qualities!


vs. 1:  “Available” (temple); vs. 2-5 “Attentive”; vs. 8: “Attentive” and “Available”

v.1  In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”
4 And  King, the Lord of hosts!” for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the  For I am lost;  the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and 
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he  touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”
v.8  And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for  us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”
· Isaiah became one of the great prophets of the Bible.

A. He told us of the virgin birth!

B. The return of Israel as a sign of the second coming.

C. The fall of  Lucifer

D. The sufferings of Christ.

E. John the Baptist as the fore-runner.

V. Philip was Available - Acts 8:26-40

· Revivals in Samaria and Ethiopia.

26. Now  he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: guides me?” And  “How can I, unless someone  He had come to Jerusalem to worship  28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said,  who was in charge of all her treasure.  eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,  Ethiopian, a  to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place.    27 And he rose and went.  And there was an an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south
  

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
33 In his  humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and  carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. the Spirit of the Lord   38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water,  What prevents me from being baptized?” he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water!  beginning with this Scripture 
VI. Jesus was Available - I Peter 2:21
A. Nicodemus- at night (John 3)

B. Little children and disciple (Mark 10:13-16)

C. Turning water into wine (John 2:1-ff)
D. The greatest example….CALVARY

E. He is available on our behalf.  (Revelation 5:1-9)

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne  the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” of the tribe of Judah,   the Lion  I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, sealed with seven seals. 2 And a scroll written within and on the back, 
6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw  a new song, saying, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang  golden bowls full of incense,  each holding a harp, and  fell down before the Lamb,  the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders  seven eyes, which are  a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with 
“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for  every tribe and language and people and nation…. you ransomed people for God from  you were slain, and by your blood 
C0nclusion:
What about you young person, do you have the Character quality of Availability or are you  Self –centered:   Are you making your own schedule and priorities secondary to the wishes of those you are serving?  Philippians 2:20-21
20. For I have no one like him(Timothy), who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.
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